TRADES AND  PROFESSIONS                 in
Acropolis, and on it, serene and dazzling in the pure, smokeless
air, the marble columns and gabled roofs of Portico and Temples,
a miracle of loveliness, perfect alike in finish and proportion,
rich with coloured patterns of crimson and blue and purple,
and here and there a gilded ornament which catches the sun-
light and flashes its rays far out across the plain to the surrounding
mountains or over the dancing waves of the sea. Athenian
mariners, voyaging homewards from distant parts and rounding
the jutting rocks of the last promontory, must have felt their
hearts leap as they recognized this token that they were once
again nearing their incomparable town.
IX
RECREATION
I. ATHLETICS1
AN existence which was all work and no play had no attraction
for the Greek. He would have intensely disliked the drudgery
of an office-stool and the mechanical monotony of modern
industrial life. So, even if cessation from work meant less money
in his pocket, he was jealous of his pastimes; and he had many.
For the elderly and less active there were draughts, dicing, and
cock-fighting. The rich kept horses and raced them, chiefly
in harness. The boys had a variety of games. There was a sort
of Blind Man's Buff, which went by the name of the 'Bronze
Fly*. Another resembled Prisoners' Base, being played between
two teams, one of pursuers, one of pursued. In literature, too,
there are allusions to hoops. Toy carts are to be seen on
children's tombstones; and in one passage of Aristophanes we
hear of mud-houses and frogs carved out of pomegranate rind.
Ball games were common; one represented on a bas-relief seems
to have closely resembled hockey. Others were concerned with
1 Athletics is derived from the Greek word athlon (=*a prize given in a
contest' or 'the contest* itself).